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the environmental beliefs that lead to the cre-
ation of the first Earth Day over 30 years ago. 
His book, like the work of VOC, opened the 
eyes of many as to what we are doing to the 
environment that sustains and enriches our 
lives. One passage that I think applies to the 
values of VOC reads: 

Each generation has its own rendezvous 
with the land, for despite our fee titles and 
claims of ownership, we are all brief tenants 
on this planet. By choice, or by default, we 
will carve out a land legacy for our heirs. We 
can misuse the land and diminish the useful-
ness of resources, or we can create a world in 
which physical affluence and affluence of the 
spirit go hand in hand. 

These words reflect the ethic that VOC in-
vokes everyday—and I can think of no better 
way to mark its 20th anniversary. I wish VOC 
continued success for the next 20 years and 
beyond.
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Mr. KENNEDY of Minnesota. Mr. Speaker, I 
rise today to congratulate the Woodbury 
Royals’ Girls Basketball team on their Class 
4A Minnesota State High School Girl’s Basket-
ball championship. The Royals finished a per-
fect 29–0 with their 61–42 victory over the 
Eastview Lightning, in a game that showcased 
the number 1 and number 2 ranked teams in 
the State. This is the first State girls basketball 
title for the Royals in their 10th trip to the tour-
nament. Coached by Dave Preller, the Royals 
capitalized on their scoring opportunities, sink-
ing 25 of 29 free throws. Woodbury placed 
four players on the all tournament team: Soph-
omore Amanda Nisleit, junior Katie Tacheny 
and seniors Lacy Gram and Katie Kirley. Mr. 
Speaker, I congratulate the fine students and 
coaches from Woodbury High School on their 
championship season. I know the citizens of 
Woodbury and all of Minnesota are proud of 
their accomplishment.
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Ms. CARSON of Indiana. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
to congratulate Pike High School, Indianapolis, 
IN, on winning the Indiana State Boys Basket-
ball Championship (Class 4A). Pike’s Red 
Devils defeated the DeKalb Barons 65–52, to 
claim the championship and end the season 
with a perfect record of 29–0. 

Congratulations to Coach Larry Bullington 
and the Pike Red Devils players: David Bar-
low, Dominic Collins, Michael Russell, Adrian 
Rosales, Torrian Bluitt, Robert Vaden, Darren 
Yates, Courtney Lee, Devin Thomas, Michael 
McCoy, Sydney McDaniel, Keith Davney, Jus-
tin Cage, and Parnell Smith. 

The Indiana State Boys Basketball Cham-
pionship was played at Conseco Fieldhouse in 

Indianapolis, IN. This is the third title the Red 
Devils have won in the past six years. 

It has been an outstanding year for the Red 
Devils whose hardwork and dedication has led 
the team to a victorious season. Although the 
Red Devils were runner’s up during last years 
State Finals, their perseverance and desire to 
win has allowed them ultimate success in 
2003. 

Again, an outstanding example of perfect 
teamwork. 

Congratulations to the Red Devils! Job well 
done. You’ve made us proud!
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Mr. PALLONE. Mr. Speaker, I would like to 
call the attention of my colleagues to a friend 
of the Sixth District of New Jersey. Mrs. Helen 
Wise Scott, is an outstanding individual, who 
is being honored by the National Association 
of Negro & Professional Women’s Club of 
Central New Jersey for her unselfish service 
to others and community involvement. 

Mrs. Scott is this year’s Recipient of the So-
journer Truth Award, which is presented annu-
ally to an individual whose life is devoted to 
community enrichment, active involvement to 
improve social and economic conditions, and 
a strong courageous character. Mrs. Helen 
Scott’s life truly parallels the life of Sojourner 
Truth, as evidenced by her commitment to 
helping those less fortunate. 

Helen Scott is the youngest daughter of the 
late Louis and Annabelle Wise of Cape May, 
N.J. Helen Scott’s commitment to education 
was evident early on. She graduated from 
Cape May High School and went on to receive 
her bachelor’s degree from Combs College of 
Music in Philadelphia. Later she attended 
Momnouth University where she was awarded 
a Master’s in Education. Afterwards, Mrs. 
Scott felt the need to share her joy of learning 
with those around her and accepted a position 
with the Asbury Park School District to teach 
music. She was the first African American 
music teacher to be hired in the district. It was 
there that she presented numerous musicals 
and choral programs, exposing many African 
American youths to music and the theatre. 

As a child advocate Mrs. Scott has been ac-
tively involved with many organizations and 
boards that are concerned with the education 
and welfare of children. She has served on 
the Board of Monmouth Day Care Center for 
over three decades and is presently on its Ad-
visory Board. Mrs. Scott was a member of the 
Community Coordinated Child Care Com-
mittee of Monmouth County for several years. 
Most recently, she was appointed to serve on 
the Presidential Roundtable by President 
George W. Bush. 

Mrs. Scott’s other community service activi-
ties have been wide and varied even though 
she is a child advocate at heart. You may see 
her, along with her daughter, delivering bagels 
to the homeless shelter in Fort Monmouth or 
to the Mercy Center in Asbury Park. Mrs. 
Scott is also a longtime member of St. 
Augustine’s Episcopal Church in Asbury Park 
where she formally served as choir director. 

Recently, she was elected to the vestry, which 
is the governing body of the church. 

Through her tireless efforts Helen Scott has 
fostered a sense of community in her area 
and strived to help those less fortunate than 
herself. Mrs. Scott, like Sojourner Truth, is an 
extraordinary individual who is dedicated to 
enriching the lives of those around her. On 
this day I would like to ask my colleagues to 
join me in honoring the distinguished Helen 
Wise Scott.
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Mr. DOOLITTLE. Mr. Speaker, today I wish 
to commend and thank Mr. Don Novey who 
recently retired as president of the California 
Correctional Peace Officers Association 
(CCPOA) for his many years of dedication to 
improving public safety in the State of Cali-
fornia. 

A sixth-generation Californian born in Sac-
ramento, Don Novey earned an Associate of 
Arts degree from American River College. 
After concluding counterintelligence service 
with the U.S. Army in 1971, Don followed in 
his father’s footsteps by becoming a correc-
tional officer at Folsom State Prison. This de-
cision was one that not only shaped his own 
future, but eventually resulted in dramatic 
changes for the entire profession in California. 
Although he was promoted to sergeant in 
1977 and became a lieutenant in 1984, Don’s 
most significant professional advancement 
took place within the leadership ranks of 
CCPOA. 

Because of his discouragement over the 
generally negative perception and portrayal of 
‘‘prison guards’’ at the time, Don ran to be-
come the union’s statewide vice president in 
1979. Although unsuccessful in that bid, he 
was elected to the state presidency in 1980, 
thus beginning a 22-year tenure at the organi-
zation’s helm. During that time, he trans-
formed the CCPOA from a union with little po-
litical clout to one that today is arguably the 
most powerful and influential organization in-
volved in state government policymaking. 
Under his leadership, the level of public re-
spect for correctional officers increased sub-
stantially. At the same time, he succeeded in 
winning broad support from state leaders to 
improve training, safety, compensation, and 
working conditions for his colleagues. 

While helping his association’s membership, 
Don was equally responsible for helping to 
shape a wide array of policies dealing with 
public safety that have greatly benefited the 
people of California. Due in part to his efforts, 
the state strengthened its penalties for criminal 
behavior, especially violent crime. Don and his 
colleagues encouraged the California State 
Legislature and the governor to enact no-non-
sense laws to address criminal recidivism, 
namely the ‘‘Three Strikes, You’re Out’’ law. 

It is important to note that Don’s firm sense 
of justice is matched by his deep compassion 
for those who suffer injustice. In 1992, he 
helped establish the Crime Victims United of 
California; an organization which has aided 
those victimized by criminal behavior and their 
families. The group has elevated their plight in 
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